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IMPROVINGOREST CONDITIONS

Working to improve and maintain healthy forest
conditions while also reducing wildfire risk to
communities and first responders is a top
priority and core to thd-orest Service mission
We work hard to use every tool available to
promote and sustain a rd&int forest.

Photo Caption: A firefighter uses arip torch
to ignite and burn fuels left over from
previous management operations. Prescrit
fire helps to reduce fuels and encourage
regeneration of new forage for wildlife
browse.

Non-commercial Thinning and Hand Piling:

1 2,441 acres of howommercial thinning and
hand piling was completed across the
Forest;902 acres of norcommercal
thinning and hand piling was funded by the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

Prescribed Fire

1 3,046 acresf prescribed burning in 23
unique burn units was accomplished

1 315 acres of gescribed burns were
implemented througtkey partnerships with
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Upland
GameBird Enhancement Program Funding
on the Ninemile and Missoula Ranger
Districts.

Prescribed Burn HighlighTthis year, the Forest
utilizedUnmanned Aircraft System (UAS)
implement two prescribed burns on the
Superior Ranger Distrittaling 240 acrs. By
usingthis tool, the Foressis striving to maximize
burn window opportunities as well as limit
firefighter exposure to environmental risks.
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PhotoCaption: An Unmanned Aerial System
(UAS) hovers over a Forest Road prepares to
implement a prescribed burn on the Hallwood
Prescribed Burn Unit, Superior Ranger District.



Forest Service
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Reforestation:

1 Intotal, 400,000 seedlingaere planted
across the Forest in 202@onsisting
primarily of ponderosa pine and western
larch.

1 10,000Whitebark Pineseedlings were
plantedon the Seeley Lakand Plains
Thompson Falls Ranger District.

PlantingPartnerships in Action Thanks to
partnershipswith the National Forest
Foundation, Arbor DalfoundationandOne
Tree Plantedrorest staff continued to
accomplistreforestation work. In total, these
partnerscollectivelycontributedover $66,500
supporting the plating of 531 acres and over

Good Neighbor AuthorityAgreements 138,200 seedlings.

1 Westside Bypass GNAhe Seeley Lake
Ranger District and Montana DNRC
executed a Good Neighbor Authority
Agreement which will enable the agencies
to integrate staff and expertesto
accomplishl,552acresof fuels reduction
through acommercial timber sale
administered by the DNRC.

1 Blackfoot Gold GNANork continuesfor
the Blackfoot Gold GNA which will
accomplisi217 acres offuels reduction
within the WildfireAdaptedMissoula
project boundaryand firested.

1 Henry Deemer and Sorrel Springsber

Photo Caption: Machineryworks topile wood
product harvested from the Blackfoot Gold
GoodNeighborAutharity sale

sales were successfulold and will be - - :
harvestedthis coming yeathrough Photo CaptionA crew member works to plan
partnership with the DNRC and a Good seedlings on a mountainside impacted by
Neighbor Authority Agreemerand will wildfire.
result inover 1,100 acres of treatment. _
Invasive Weed PlantTreatments:
TimberProduction & Forest Products I 5,144 acres dPesticide Application
The forestsold35 million board feet of 1 462 acres oMechanicalPhysicalTreatment
commercial timber and other wood products I 60 acres oBiocontrolTreatment

directly supporting local and reginal economies. 1 5,666 vtal acres treated

Watershed Restoration:
1 Aquatic Organism PassagewafsOP)
Improved: One AOP was installed, ensuring
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aguatic organism passage, or thhility for
fish and othe aguaticspecieso move up
or downstream under road#ncreasing
ecological connectivity, improving
watershedconditions, while also protecting
and strengtheningnfrastructure to
withstand flooding and ruioff.
1 Miles RoadDecanmissioned to improve
watershed health:4.9 miles
Miles of Fish Habitat Improved22.9 miles
Miles Stream Enhanced.7 milesof
streamenhanced includingrojectson the
East Fork Lolo artie ongoingNinemile
CreekPlacer MineRestoration

= =

Photo CaptionLarge woody debris was placed
the East Fork LolGreek, located on the Missoula
Ranger Districtto enhanceand improveriparian
habitat.

Wildfire Response

The Lolo National Forest experienceslightly
above average wildfire seasonith 105
wildfire responses in 20282 fireswere
lightningcausedand 43 were humancaused
burningapproximately?,135 acres

Large Fire Overview:

1 Boulder Lake Firéocated in the Rattlesnake
Wildernessand was eported onSept. 3,
2022andburned1,831 acresnto early
October

i Solomon Firdocated in the Welcome Creek
Wildernessand was eported on 8/24/2022
burned 434 acres in totahto late
September/early Octolre

Photo Captior(s). AboveThe Boulder Lake Fire
started in September in the Rattlesnake
Wilderness on the Missoula Ranger District.
Below: The Skookum Butte Lookdréestoration
was completed on the Missoula Ranger District.

PUBLICSERVICHMPROVINACCESS

INFRASTRUCTYREDRECREATION

Recreation andEngineering staff worked hard across
the Forest to maintain trailand roads improve and
maintaincritical infrastructure andecreation sites.
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Skookum Butte Lookout Final Year of
Restoration:The final touches of the muliiear
restoration of Skookum Butte Lookout were
completed including paint, window installation
and weatherproofingThe Lookout is now
restored and open in the summer for public use
and enjoyment

SavenacPuncheon Bridg®roject Crews on

the SuperioRanger District fell, processed, cut,
measured, leveled, and notched approximately
60,000 Ibs. of natural material to create a = . A
puncheon bridge.The bridge was completed Photo CaptionTrail Ambassadors, for the new
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with boardwalk using lumber transported in by partner Missalla County TraiAmbassador
Northern RegiorPack String program visit with trail users about Responsible
Recreation.

Carmichael Cabin Restoration, Scapegoat
Wilderness, Seeley Lake Ranger Distrigtiring
August of 2022the Seeley Lake Ranger District
continued work on the Carmielel Cabin,
located in the Scapegoat Wildernégsstalling a
new cedar shingle roof on the cabin.

Photo CaptionA crew member uses a chainsaw
to cut timber that will be used to complete a new
trail bridge for Savenac on the Superior Ranger
District.

Trail Ambassadoland Front Country Ranger
Program Highlight2022 was the first year of the
Trail Ambassador Prograrma partnerdriven effort
between the Missoula Ranger District, Missoula
County, and Missoula City Parks and Recreation

With increased recreation in Miss@urea, he Photo CaptionThe Seeley Lake Trail Crew stan
ambassador program is a way to eductite public on scaffolds to install a new cedar roof on the
on #ResponsibleRecreation. historic Carmichael Cabin located in the

Scapegoat Wilderess.
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Flat CampgroundThe work dcused on

hardening the day use float accesgpanding
parking, and relocating an outhouse and five
campsites in the north loop out oftagh-water
channel of Rock Creek and up to a bench above
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Photo CaptionHeavy machinery is staged to
complete theexpanded.J- NJ Ay 3 | NB I
Flat Campground in the Rock Creek recreation
corridor on the Missoula Ranger District.

the stream.This work will improve the
recreation experience and protect water
quality.

Great AmericarOutdoors Act:The Great
American Outdoors Act of 2020 (GAOA)
established the National Parks and Public Land
Legacy Restoration Fund (LRF) to address
priority deferred maintenance projects on
federal lands. Funding provided through GAOA
completed and initiated several gjects

through the Forest:

1 Double Arrow LookoutCompleted in the
summer of 2022, volueters and staff put
the final touches on the Lookout
Renovation by finishing the catwalk and
painting.Double Arrow will be open to the
public in 2023.

9 Forestwide Picnic Table Replacement:
New picnic tables were installed at Kreis
Pond, 3oway, Gold RusIGopper King, Clark
Memorial Campgrounds and Pattee Canyon

Recreation Area with plans to replace more
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9 Tral Maintenance in the Bob Marshall
Wilderness CompleX¥Vork began on a
multi-year $5.5 million dollar project in
collaboration with the Flathead, Helena
Lewis & Clark and Lolo National Forests
focudngon reducing deferred maintenance
on 3,247 miles of trails.

Number of GAOA Contracts Awarded this year
supporting local economies5

GAOA Awarded Agreements with Countiés:

Miles of road maintenance/resurfacing
completed to date through GAOAL1.79 miles
w. £dz§ az2dzyil Ay -w29niesa |
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Number ofContracts in Progresg: in progress
or completed.

Photo Caption A new picnic table was installed
on the Ninemile Ranger District nextkoeis
Pond. The table was funded through the Great
American Outdoors Act.
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